vo1 abed ‘3830010 @98

10240q B SUNELSIYILO J0] Saf}

I[9 TONIOQR-T3UE Ul UOTIUS}E
pUOTBN palettied epoIasid

004 5.APOQON Telsdas

OIU0D A[BUisEaloul 3y Jsutese
no awed ey odep duyssed
wooue gade Sy} J0J] ANI0UINE
penunuod BulUIEm UES
3001p 8y . ‘Alenxss Burpiedal

TIOYIE) Ay} SN ISIY °U)
YIEUI 2AOUL §,959001p U3 1Bl

[Bpsan] pres ‘odepm 3JIT-014
5 J0JIBIIP-02 ‘BROIISTg uyor

.+ N 9ZHIIN 0} Jou SH[OT e s838
moous Ajfuog)s pue weidord
13 JO saoidde jou sa0p asad0Ip

nOI!

= dMJWvIJnr nU‘T: -y
S SRed5SEaT CEIE
2 3% ,gE8E88g oass
pws..m m IQUDSGMJS'
wammpﬂml Wau.m
STAEZ RS TEROLE
=l == e 82 BB
CJtg @ I = mulwa_.d
=l = = i
=2 — 5o [ |
H.EOI_UQ EMWJ‘U =
BEETF TR aa3al —
o G W S T
Spepeoian-a &
= Eosens o O
= L Ry s =l th =
(=g 20 ] —_— o [y} H
o Uu.h.mﬂnbuqas m
=) 2w swoE B
= = “ g8 a5™"g =
Ll ol S.ﬂ.m..wmwmmm .m

Joo4 S, APOqON

9S.IMNn0JI

=SR2 Z5E =@ oh 3O
S5EERa5< Q80
BERoEEqg 20 g
CEELBEE M O
oLy gd 30 Dvdw
Sowzog I3 = 0
o [ =4 ml 10
EembTE s TS S
l.DUdG agQ < S
2 == mos Hu.w
533%5, 82 @830
5 SR oo b Salu
mETESE Z -
SonZld A& o]
ot =T mtm —
oo~ 8 -
DS oEg e -
ERZe T

EESE T

en8eBEu

P
doysig

Pa-Xas
SILIOI

DIOCESE

500 expected to
attend program

M From Page 1A

against this year's Bluebonnet
Council of the Girl Scouts of
Ainerica cookie drive, based on
the council's previous associa-
tion with Nobody’s Fool.

“This whole thing really
started with John Piscictta,”
said the Rev. Angelo Bertini,
pastor of $t. Mary of the
Assumption Catholic Church in
Waco. “It didn't come to the dio-
cese's attention untit John
raised it.”

Osman confirmed the diocese
was unfamiliar with Nobedy’s
Fool until Pisciotta raised the
issue. The diocese was con-
cerned if it did not express its
disapproval, some Catholics
might assume it was giving tacit
approval to the proceedings, she
said.

“It is not life-giving and not in
accord with Catholic teach-
ings,” she said of Nobody’s Fool.

Seme 500 area vouths are
expected to attend this sum-
mer's Nobody's Focl, Planned
Parenthood of Central Texas’'
annual conference for girls and
boys entering grades five
through nine. The crganization

John Pis-
ciotta
brought
Nobody’s
Fool to the
attention of
the Diocese
of Austin.

describes it as an event “to pro-
vide teens and preteens with
factual information about grow-
ing up, puberty, dating, rela-
tionships, sexual issues and
sexually transmitted diseases,
including AIDS.”

Planned Parenthood oificials
say the goal is to improve com-
munication between teens and
their parents.

But some area parents object
to the distribution of twoe con-
troversial books at Nobody's
Fool: Fifth- and sixth-grade stu-
dents receive copies of It's So
Amuazing by Robie Harris.
Seventh- through ninth-graders
receive copies of Harrls' It's
Perfectly Normal.

Amid banter between a curi-
ous bird and a squeamish bee,
the author educates readers on
issues of children’s sexuality
and health. While her books
have been lauded by educators
and recommended by School
Library Journal and The Bulle-
tin of the Center for Children’s
Books, as well as child develop-
ment specialists, some school

districts have banned the works
for being too explicit. They
depict, in cartoon fashion,
human genitalia and inter-
course and offer discussions
about masturbation, homosexu-
ality and abortion.

Pam Smallwood, executive
director of Planned Parenthood
of Central Texas, was unavail-
able for comment Tuesday.
Another official with the orga-
nization said she did not want to
be quoted.

But Mary Duty, a longtime
supporter of the organization,
disputed¢ the charge Nobody’s
Fool was “devoid” of morality.

“I'm not sure which Christian
morals they are talking about,”
she said, noting that in addition
1o the Reform synagogue and the
Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship of Waco, eight Christian

congregations are co-sponsors

of the event.

“Lots of Jesus-lovin' places
and people are involved in get-
ting this message (responsible
sexual behavior) out to the
kids,” said Duty, a member of
Highland Baptist Church. "I see
deacons of churches and other
people from faith-related events
around here at Nobody's Fool.
They feel, as I do, that kids need
an education about these
things.”

Osman said most parishes
handle “explanations of Cath-
olic sexual morality within

Mary Duty
is a Chris-
tian advo-
cate of
Planned
Parent-
hood's
program,

their own programming,” but
Duty disputed their effective-
ness.

“The Catholic Church isnt
even comfortable with the
notion of contraception,” Duty
said. “The Catholic Church is
way, way behind what main-
stream America considers
nealth education for adults,
much less children.”

1n late June, several hundred
teens attended an alternative
adolescent sex-education event,
conducted by the McLennan
County Abstinence Project. Ber-
tini said that while the Catholic
Church was not a “sponsor” of
the McCAP event at Reicher
High School, his flock showed
its support by providing schol-
arships to those students who
could not afford the $10 program
fee.

Terri Jo Ryan can be reached
at tjryapn@wacotrib.com or
757-5746.
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